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THE HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK 


by Peter Ellis. 


Following the declaration of the Whipstick and Kamerooka State-Parks recently, - 
after thirty years of dedicated campaigning by the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club, I was asked if I'd prepare an article highlighting the events over the 
three decades for the benefit of members, particularly newer ones, who may 
not have been aware of the amount of works and historical events leading up 
to the proclamation of the two parks, I said this would be easy, I'd kept a 
diary of events and notes from-the late 1960's and should be able to knoek up -- 
a summary in no time. When I finally found my notes, there. were forty three 
handwritten pages titled - "Conservation - Twenty one Years", Far too much 
for a single concise article - and what about the last nine years? 

(Thank goodness I'd written up the first twenty one, as I hadn't realised 
how much I'd forgotten). Anyway here goes! 


Firstly let us look back 100 years or so for a brief "brought forward" period. 
Interest in "Natural Philosophy" was high at this point of time and Dr. 
MacGillivray, Director of the Bendigo School of Mines and Industries was 
instrumental in founding the Bendigo Science Society (June 1881) and by 1888 
boasted over 100 members. One of the aims of this society was to establish 

as complete a collection as possible of the flora and fauna of the district. 
Conversaziones were held regularly and papers periodically published 

in the Bendigo Advertiser, and Bendigo School of Mines Annual Report. 

It would be unusual if an area as unique as the Whipstick did not come 

to attention from time to time, in fact a party cf French Naturalists were 
taken there, There lies opportunity for some research student or historian to 
investigate further accounts. The Bendigo Science Society had contact with 
the Royal Society which in turn grew out of an earlier society that 

published papers; and the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria. 

MacGillivray himself had presented a talk and paper on the Snakes and Lizards — 
of the Bendigo District, and observations on the Platypus. Other subjects 
includes a display of rare orchids by G.W.Knight, whilst R.H.Nancarrow 
exhibited excellent drawings of various insects. Nancarrow, who lived in 
Faglehawk, the doorway to the Whipstick, had a magnificent butterfly 
collection and was also interested in geology. Additionally in 1885 
Nancarrow made a plea for= the protection of birds hoping the Bendigo Science 
Society would make this endeavour in conjunction with the Field Naturalist 
Club of Victoria, 


Another name of interest is that of Walter WW. Froggatt. Yes, the man from 
whom Eucalyptus froggattii takes its name. Walter Froggatt spent his boyhood 
days at Eaglehawk where he made his first insect collections, especially in 
the Whipstick and as far afield as Kamarooka. He later became Government 
Entomologist of N.S.W, and in the Victorian Naturalist Vol.53, 1936 (Pg.41) 
presented an article "The Whipstick Scrub 65 Years Ago". : 


The essence of: the story so far is that the Bendigo district, and most likely 
tue Whipstick, was attracting naturalists as early as the 1880's, and although 
the Science Society faded away after MacGillivray's death in 1895, the 

Field Naturalist Club of Victoria had an early association with this 
organisation and district. After the turn of the century occasional excursions 
by the F.N.C.V. were held here and in 1923 Paton presented a Survey of 

the Whipstick, complete with a map noting interesting botanical locations. 
Basically a forerunner of the famous survey of the Whipstick by Frank Robbins 
in the late 1960's. By the 1920's several of the founders of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists were members of the F.N.C.V. and joining in with Melbourne 
visitors on local excursions. Cha esas, sa ae ; 
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THE HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK continued. 


Some 20 years later following a public lecture by Crosbie Morrison (1945) 
the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club (Field Naturalist Club of Bendigo? ) was 
founded - the third such elub at the time. 


Significantly in the 1950's the philosophy of establishing national parks 

to represent natural ecosystems, unaltered by man (as best as possible at 
the time), and to further the preservation of native fauna and flora, came 
into being with the formation of the National. Parks Association of Victoria. 
The Bendigo Field Naturalist Club was a founding member of this Association, 
and in turn.as a result of the V.N.P.A. lobby, the Goverment created the 
National Parks Authority of Victoria, under directorship of Crosbie Morrison, 


Our founding members (B.F.N.C.) lost no time in‘submitting to the Government 
(1957) two proposals for, National Parks in the district (Mende ne and 
Whipstick respectively). 


Plant lists and Bird lists were drayn up and support in writing eoten en 
two prominent scientists who had visited the areas sometime earlier. 

These were Professor Charles Hartshorne, Dept. of Philosophy, Emory University, 
Georgia, U.S.A., and Dr. R.Melville, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Surrey, 
respectively. Copies of their letters were reprinted again in the submission 
by the B.F.N.C. for the Preservation. of the Bendigo Whipstick (1971). 

Members of the club who were actively involved in the preparation of the 

1957 submission were Bill Perry, Redvers Eddy, Jack Kellam, Frank Robbins, 

Jack Ipsen, Marc. Cohn? and the Hon,. Secretary, Arthur Ebdon, 


Ag a youth of about 1 years at the time I can clearly remember the news 
item on radio 3BO annotincing local interest in the Whipstick and the . 
submission for a National Park by the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club to the . 
new Director of National Parks, Mr, Crosbie Morrison. Support by numerous 
Bendigo organisations was enlisted by the B.F.N.C, Crosbie Morrison was very - 
enthusiastic about the submission and remarked on the excellence of its 
content and presentation. He considered it. to be of a very high standard and 
the leading submission of the. day. However optimism for the creation of a 
Whipstick National Park was short lived. Crosbie Morrison's untimely death 
was but the first of a number of set backs Leading to the demise of the’ 
National Park proposals. The four square mile area centred about Flagstaff 
Hill was Reserved Forest under the management of the Forests Commission of 
Victoria, and they were against relinquishing control to another Government 
Department. The Shire of Marong within which the proposed park was situated, 
supported the creation of a wildflower reserve under the control of the 
Forests Commission of Victoria, but: were dead against a National Park; it 
would "create a fire hazard." 


The new Director of National Parks, Dr. L.Smith did not favour a National 
Park either, because four square miles of bushland regardless of its wild- 
flower displays and concentration of songbirds, did not constitute sufficient 
area of land and other features to be of National Park significance. 

Rather, a sanctuary or Marong's wildflower reserve was more appropriate. 

The outcome was very dissappointing for the Bendigo Field Naturalists and the 
many Bendigo organisations that stood behind them. The proposal for a four 
square mile park in their eyes was a very ambitious proposal in those days. 
The normal type of reserves up until then consisted of small fenced off road 
reserved wildflower sanctuaries and so on. And the outcome was just that; 

the small fenced Phebalium reserve at Flagstaff ene) and the Boronia patch 
at Mandurang. 


Dr. Smith's apparent disinterest in the Whipstick National Park proposal 

was explained to me in 1970, following the Whipstick Seminar, when I had 

the pleasure of taking him on a tour of the area. His home town was Tarnagulla 
and he was quite familiar with the pockets of Whipstick type Mallee that 
occurred within the forest there, He believed the Whipstick occurrence to 

be similarly confined. This belief had been further re-inforced by the 

Field Naturalists submission for a four square park, which he quite 
realistically did not consider to be of National Park potential. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK continued 


Of course that Field Naturalists were not to know this and it is unlikely to 
have made any difference, as they were deeply concerned about infringing on the 
rights of Eucalyptus cutters and other utilisers of forest products, 

When in 1970 Dr. Smith saw the extent of the Whipstick mallee sprawling out 
over 11 square miles of Crown Land and buffered by a further 20 square miles 

of privately owned Eucalyptus producing areas, plus the extensive 34 square 
miles of state forest (box/ironbark) at either extremeity, he was staggered, 
ecstatic, to say the least. There was no doubt in his mind that there was 
enormous potential for a Whipstick National Park. 


In the years following 1957 submission the Field Naturalists continued to 
hold excursions in the Whipstick updating plant and bird lists, and holding 
periodical working bees at the Phebalium patch. Fencing the reserve had 
created an apparent problem. The mallee unchecked by eucalyptus cutting 
thickened up'with regrowth and crowded out the phebalium and other ground 
flora, About every, three years or so the club armed with axes would descend 
upon the Phebalium patch and grub out some of the mallee at ground level. 
When the Forest Park was established in 1972 this acticity discontinued, 

as there were plenty of good Phebalium stands in areas cut for eucalyptus oil 
production outside the small fenced area, 


An interesting cycle within the little reserve took place, Yes! The early 
growth of mallee was dense and crowded out some flora, but in the years that 
followed as it grew taller and thinner, the ground flora improved, eventually 
surpassing that outside in the harvested areas, The soil was no longer 
subjected to sheet erosion, having built up a nice protective layer of bush 
mulch, So things are not always.as they would first appear. 


In the early 1960's Bill Perry was largely responsable for maintaining public 
interest in the Whipstick, He periodically published a series of interesting 
articles in the Bendigo Advertiser. These included stories of the Whipstick 
wattles, a field in which Bill specialised and each spring with help from the 
Faglehawk Traders, established the famous golden arrow "Hakea Wattle Tour". 
This partly came about because his carlier wattle excursions gained such 
popularity that on one occassion the number of cars totalled some 300, making 
visibility. impossible because of dust, and stops for viewing and discussion 
unwieldly, ; 


The self drive tour following the golden arrow markers through the forest 
proved even more popular and Frank Robbins complimented the golden arrow tour 
with an article of points of interest, and an accompanying strip map, in 

the Bendigo Advertiser each spring. 


Further articles by Bill Perry included stories of the "Mystery Paddocks" 
(Kamarooka Forest) and the "Haunted Forest". The Field Naturalists Club 
periodically placed notes of interest in the Advertiser on the numerous plants 
and birds of the area, including any new and additional records of importance. 
Bob Allen at this time was providing much of the information along with Frank 
Robbins and Jack Kellam from "extra" excursions that Tom Patullo and myself 
had the pleasure of ettending. The discovery of Pterostylis robusta being 

one such find, 


Two early excellent articles on the Whipstick come to mind and demonstrate 
the ability of club members to ensure that the natural wonders of the area 
were also known further afield, 
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THE HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK continued 


One by Jack Kellam dated 11/2/1961 was published in the North Queensland 
Naturalist, and the other "The World.of the Whipstick" by Frank Cusack 
broadcast over the A.B.C. on 5/10/1959 and, later, DoD ones in the Bendigo 
Naturalist, Vol.3.No.3; Aug.1970 P.50-52, — - 


Following issue(s) of Whirrakee will feature the renewal of moves in the 
1960's for a National Park, the Whipstick Seminar of 1970 and the Forest’ 

Park submission, the interim Development Order and moves we EEN a land buy 
back program implemented. : oa eee ees 
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WINTER | 
by Ceeeeen Hill 


Winter is. here. The season with Long cold nights and short chilly days. 
A time when people go into a semi-hibernation, not venturing far from their. warm 
protective abode. 


It isa time that most neopie think is Mother Natures time of rest, a dormant 
period where ‘| very little goes on, but this is not the case, particularly 

- in the bush, If you don your warm clothes and travel into. the bush, keeping 

to the main track to avoid getting bogged, I'm sure you will be pleasantly 
surprized and get to know a group of specialized plants that flower rie 

‘the colder season. Bet Wee tein Vitericrah 


At the moment the early wettles are flowering. The most common, “that can be" re 
found all around our district, is the Spreading Wattle (Acacia genistifolia ) 
with its pale cream balls and spikey phyllodes. Another beautiful wattle WES 
canbe found ‘south of Bendigo is the Woolly Acacia (Acacia lanigera), 

a small shrub of abour 1.2 m high with flat, rather stiff green phyllodes 
that are covered with woolly white hairs when young. The branches are 
covered along most of their length with bright yellow fluffy balls. 

The Common Correa (Correa reflexa) also makes its appearance during this 
season, This plant is the emblem of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 
and is widely scattered throughout the-area, 


Other flowers ‘that can be found, but require a bit more effort to locate are 
the small Greenhood Orchids. The Autwm Greenhood (Pterostylis revoluta ), 
Larger Striped Grechhood (Pterostylis robusta) and the Tiny GASSED 
(Pterostylis parviflora ) can all be found SITS SBS this month. 


It is also a good time to look for ferns, in the cooler, moist areas. = 
The Rock Fern (Cheilanthes tenuifolia), Blanket Fern (Pleurosorus rutifolius) 
and the Necklace Fern (Asplemium flabellifolium) are some that canbe found. 


Another group that is common at this time is the Fungi Family. This unique’ 
member of the vegetable kingdom that grows without chlorophyll or the ability ' 
to manufacture its own food, js a diverse and interesting Group. - 


For those people that don't normally go on winter excursions may I mecommend 

the full day Fungi Study Tour with Reg. Smart on June 14th. This is an excellent 
chance to get to know this specialized group and mybe some of the other en 
winter flowering species, 


6. 


Arriving at the campsite on Thursday night, Don Franklin and I were ready 

to boil the billy, We became bogyed and after some frantic winding on the winch, 
were able to set up camp at 11.30 n.m, The fog closed in, while the sounds 

of a mopoke gave us an introduction to birdlife at Gellibrand, 


Pulling back the tent flap, a fine and sunny Friday morning greeted us. 

Seven Yellow Robins were already out on the fence in front of the pine 
plantation, The sight and sounds of the Gang Gang Cockatoos in the Eucalyptus 
brookerana above the "loo with a view", boosted our enthusiasm for the days 
to come, This particular Eucalypt was to be a favoured haunt by many of the 
bird species. 


Jack and Jean Ipsen, the Moors, Spences and Glenise's sister and friend made 

twelve at the camp just on lunch, By this time around thirty bird species 

had been observed during a short forest walk. The fern gully and leeches awaited us. 
The track along the edge of the fern gully was to be a favourite haunt, with 

a ritual dance carried out by all who ventured into leech territory. 

Glenise was the first of many victims and was amongst one of the favourites. 

Return to camp was greeted by waiting cups of tea prepared by Jean Ipsen. 


Friday evening, the Mammal Survey Group swung into action and set thirty four 
traps along the sides of the fern gully track, The campfire kept us warm while 
Don Franklin and Catriona Moors entertained us with guitar, recorder and flute. 
The music was interspersed with some lengthy discussion and the odd drop of port. 


Success in the traps on Saturday resulted in the catching of one Bush Rat 
(Rattus fuscipes). Glenise was ecstatic with the sighting of an Olive Whistler. 
Banksia marginata (Silver Banksia) was seen flowering while the group was on 

a fungi photographing walk in sandier soils. 


Sunday brought more success in the traps with three mammals being caught. 

Two more of the same type of rat and one Browm Antechinus, (Antechinus stuartii) 
which was nicknamed Henny. Jack Ipsens robin traps remained empty despite the 
presence of Flame and Yellow Robins around the camp. 


Sunday lunch brought the rain and a few hours were spent playing Canasta. 

In the midst of the rain a number of Black Cockatoos were sighted, hanging 
from the Brookers gum with their wings extended to give themselves an underwing 
wash, Another trip after the rain saw fourteen Gang Gang Cockatoos going 

to drink in pairs at a small tank. Two would wait on the fence while another 
two would go down to drink. This continued until all had a turn at both the 
fence and the tank. Some small blue fungi were seen and photographed in the 
fern gully. These have not yet been identified. 


Suiday night the showers persisted, but did not stop the arrival of Harvey Rich 
and Karen Jones, who also tried to bog their car. 


Monday the traps were even more successful, two Bush Rats and three Brown 
Antechinus. We now had caught male and female of both species. One trap in 
under the ferns had caught a mammal on every night. One female Antechinus was 
subject to exposure overnight in the wire trap, but with warmth provided by 
Rob and Harvey, the Antechinus regained its composure and began to climb to 
seek food in the curls of bark, 


Monday saw break of camp with all but the Moors heading home. A chance at 
last to dry our boots. 


GELLIBRAND CAMP-OUT, EASTER 1987 , continued =~ 


NATURAL VEGETATION ~ Gellibrand. 


In the moist gully, tall Manna Gum (Eucalyptus vimminalis).and Mountain Grey 
Gum (Eucalyptsu cypellocarpa ) over-hung a middlestory of small treés,- 
including Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon)., With an understory of tree ferns 
and Fishbone Water-fern (Blechnum nudum). Ascending the slope, Messmate 
(Eucalyptus obliqua) and then Brookers Gum (Eucalyptus brookerana ) and 

Swamp Gum (E. ovata) appeared, whilst the Manna Gum disappeared. The under- 
story changed to one of Bracken (Pteridium esculentum) and various. shrubs 
such as Prickly Moses (Acacia verticillata). On the ridges, Messmate and 
Mountain Grey Gum combined with Narrow-Leaved Peppermint (Eucalyptus radiata ) 
over a rich understory of wattles and other shrubs. including, Silver Banksia 


(B. marginata), . 
On areas with infertile sandy soil, Scent-bark (Eucalyptus aromaphloia ) 


and Shining Peppermint (Eucalyptus nitida) occured in a rather open forest: 
over a dense shrubby understory of tea-trees (Leptospermum) and Scented Paper- 


bark (Melaleuca squarrosa ), 
MAMMAL LIST - Trapping Details 
34 thaps set along the edge of moist fern gully. 24 Elliot and 10 wire, 


Saturday:- 1 Rattus fuscipes, Female, 
Sunday: - 2 Rattus fuscipes. Female, 
1 Antechinus stuartii. Female. 
2 Rattus fuscipes. Male and female. 


Monday: — 
: 3 Antechinus stuartii. 1 male and 2 female. The male antechinus 
was caught in an Elliot trap on top of a fallen log. One trap under 

the ferns caught 2 R.fuscipes and 1 A,stuartii. 


BIRD LIST - Gellibrand. 
Forty six. species identified:- 


Grebe sp. (probably Little) 
Nhite-faced Heron 

Wood Duck PLyT 
Wedge-tailed Eagle. 
Spur-winged Plover 


Olive Whistler 

Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Superb Blue Wren 
White-browed Scrub-wren 


Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 
Gang Gang Cockatoo 

Galah i 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
King Parrot 

Crimson Rosella 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Boobook Owl (mopoke ) 
Kookaburra 4 
Welcome Swallow 

Martin sp. 

Sealy Thrush 

Blackbird 

Flame Robin 

Searlet Robin 

Yellow Robin ' 

Jacky Winter 

Grey Fantail 


Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 

Varied Sitella 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 
Silvereye 


' Goldfinch 


Red-browed Finch 
Mudlark 

Dusky Woodswallow 
Grey Butcherbird 
Magpie . 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Currawong 


Forest Raven 


Thanks to Don Franklin for preparing the vegetation and bird lists. 


David McDonald. 


8, 
SPOTTED QUAIL-THRUSH - Cinclosoma punctatum 
BENDIGO BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION OCTOBER 1986 


APPEARANCE; The sexes are dissimilar in plumage colour, They are medium 
size birds 26.5 to 28.0 cm long. The male has a black face and throat, white 
eyebrow and patch on the throat, generally grey-brown above, mottled and 
streaked black shoulders black with white spots, flanks with black spots. 
The female has a white throat, a pale tan-yellow throat patch, and generally 
lighter in colour than the male. Both male and female have a grey breast and 
erown, The grey tail is white tipped. 


CALL; The contact and alarm call is faint, high pitched, and of a aaaeine 
sound, The song consists of a thin high pitched, two noted whistle, the second 
note higher. than the first. The calls are apparently rarely heard, probably 
because.few people are tuned to hear or recognize them, and possibly the calts 
are only made very infrequently. “ 


HABITAT: Seems to prefer dry undulating country, particularly the ridges, and 
maybe tussocky, or stony , and plenty of vegetable litter on the ground and 
low shrubs. More common in the bush south of Bendigo, but occasionally in 
the Whipstick forest. 


BREEDING: Usually occurs from August to December, but occasionally earlier © 

or later. The nest is generally built on the ground, or close to. it. It may 

be under a tussock, a fallen branch, against the butt of a tree, or an 
over-hanging rock, The nest is built of strips of-bark, leaves, fine twigs, 
and grass. Two eggs are usually laid, sometimes three. The eggs are white, 
with spots and blotches of brown and purple. The female builds the nest, 
incubates the eggs, and broods the young. The male assists with feeding the 
young. The female may leave the eggs for comparatively long periods, to feed, 
and the male may accompany her to a short distance from the nest on her return, 
Incubation and fledging periods are not Imown. 


FOOD: Insects , small vertebrates and seeds. Large insects are torn apart to eat. 


HABITS: If the young are threatened, the parents may carry out distraction 
displays - stretching out their wings, erecting their body feathers and fanning 
the tail. Courting and threat displays are somewhat similar. The birds appear 
to be very elusive and wary, but do not appear to be unduly afraid of human 
presence, unless the approach is without caution or too close. Usually when 
flushed they fly a short distance before alighting on the ground. 
Occasionally however, they will fly up to a perch 15-20 feet high in a tree, 
and remain motionless for a time before returning to ground. They are ground 
feeders, and are well camouflaged to escape detection when motionless on the. 
ground, They appear to be nomads, i.e. they do not remain in a particular 
territory except when nesting. 


GENERAL: Spotted Quail-thrush appear to be decreasing in population, especially 
i_ areas north of Bendigo. They are probably more common in forest south of 
Bendigo. They have been observed nesting in areas both north and south of 
Bendigo. Being ground feeders they are probably more often observed as they 
cross open tracks, otherwise they may be obscured by undergrowth. They readily 
defend the nest by feigning injury such as a broken wing to distract intruders 
away from the nest. Local observers claim that the birds have never been 
common in the Bendigo District during the past 50 years. In some areas, 
Spotted Quail-thrush seem to appear in the same locality year after year, 

but in areas north of Bendigo they seem to move around after breeding, and 
may only appear in suitable seasons. One observer has noted that they, have 

a pleasant early morning song often uttered at, or before dawn. 

Another observation noted that the white band at the end of the tail is 
conspicuous as the bird flies away with its tail fanned out. It usually 

lands again at a short distance. 


Se eee tee ear arrest A sine ie pemee eee eet eee eed : POR neens Oe meee ta 


BEEKEEPING & WILDLIFE - IS THE MARRIAGE REALLY SO HAPPY? _ peasy ote 
by Don*Franktin™: 


The presentation of evidence and. arguments. for -the non-effect of commercial 
beekeeping -on our. wildlife by Ian. Fenselau in the May Whirrakee was interesting. 
Some of the arguments I find convincing; others T do not. In view of the 
important issue at stake.--whether beekeepers should be allowed to operate 

in National and-State Parks and other conservation reserves - I feel 

compelled to point - ‘out that- the matter. is SNES near as clearcut as that 
article could lead one to ibelieve. 


Very little research into ‘the potential competition between beekeeping and 
wildlife has héen undertaken in Australia. Direct evidence of a conclusive 
nature will be extremely difficult to gather, for a mimber of reasons. One 
reason is that any damage done by commercial beekeening, was probably done 40 
or so years ago when apiarists first became as migratory as the honeyeaters 
whose food, they share. Who was around recording the effects 40 years ago? 
The second reason is that it is not what happens at any piven time that is 
important, -but rather what happens at critical.times in the lives of our 
wildlife, that effects its abundance. Recognizing these critical times is in 
itself difficult; determining what makes them critical is even harder, and the 
whole issue further clouded given, for example, that many honeyeaters move 
from one:district to another in search of food, and that the effect of a 
food shortage may he to prevent or reduce Beeb rather than to starve 
individuals. 


Native bee competition 


I know nothing about native hees, However, there are several errors in logic 
that can be identified with careful consideration. 


In the fifth paragraph of this section, Ian states that 'localized native bees 
could not rely upon eucalypts as a nectar source', Unfortunately, this is 
confusing reliance in the sense of nectar-being available each year, with reliance 
in times of critical shortage (see my note above), The two may be quite 

different, and so it does not ORNS that eucalypts are not important to 

native bees, wi 


In the next two pararraphs, ‘Ta an mentions the role of shrubs and heaths in 
supporting native bees, and then proceeds to explain why apiarists usually 
‘avoid heathlands, But what about the numerous shrubs that occur as understorey 
to a eucalypt forest, many of which are leone! to. be wees by honeybees put 

there to exploit the eucalypts? 


The ninth paragsranh on Native bee comnetition contains a sweeping statement 
ahout the effect of use hy apiarists of heaths in the Little and Big Deserts. 
Where. is the-evidence? Presumably, Ian is implying that winter is too cold 
for native bees. Yet. in the very next paragraph he quotes Pyke and Balzar as 
finding 'very low densities’ of native bees in cooler months, Not zero. 

Two questions arise:- Did Pyke and Balzer, or anyone else for that matter, 
check the Little and Bis Deserts in winter? Is it known whether those 
Rative. bees that do fly in winter are a distinct species that is not active 
at other times of the year? It is quite possible that that 'very low density' 
could be a rare speciés avoidins competition with other native bees, only to 
find itself in conflict with the apiarist. This is pure speculation, of course, 
but then so, I suspect, is Ian's comment. 


10, 
BEEKEEPING AND WILDLIFE - IS THE MARRIAGE REALLY SO HAPPY continued 


Fauna competition Bey recta Lt Raber pe cock ete, ATL 
ek ee cam a mh A i Nc 


nce 08 ethno sit 


It is this section of the article that concerns me the most. 


Tan states that ‘Commercial apiarists normally only utilize an area where 
there is an abundance of nectar,! This strikes me as both incorrect in fact 
and misleading in implication. Incorrect because, as any apiarist will tell 
you, a profuse flowering of eucalypts is not necessarily accompanied by an 
abundance of nectar, and the difference is not predictable. Ask a beekeeper 
how often he or she has put their bees on eucalypts and obtained less nectar | 
than they know was possible given the amount of flowering. The answer is 
bound to be - often, The-statement is misleading because it neglects to point 
out that an abundance of nectar in the absence of commercial honeybees may | 
quite well turn into a- shortage in their presence, 


The instance quoted as demonstrating the abundance of nectar is an extreme 
example, The author (Pyke, 1983) describes how at the time, nectar dripped 
down the stems and onto the sround. How often do you sce that happening? 

How often do you see even a little nectar dripping out of flowers? ° 

I challenge the assertion that eucalypts ‘commonly provide an excess of nectar, 
far exceeding the requirements of birds and’ mammals, though I accept that it - 
may be a fairly common occurrence in some Banksia areas. 


fn example contrary to the one quoted is provided by David Paton (1985). 

He studied a site near Horsham over a two year period. The site contained 

a variety of nectar-producing plants, including eucalypts, hanksias and 
hottlebrushes, He found that 'Throughout the year the daily nectar production 
was consumed hy birds and insects suggesting that the area was at carrying . 
capac ity: with respect to nectarivorous. animals’, 


It is the same article by David Paton that floors Tan's next argument - 

that birds have first fo at a nectar source because bees can't fly until the 

Gay warms up. The point is not. who gets the nectar first - but what happens 
during the critical neriod of shortare. David Paton found that shortage of 

nectar in the afternoon limited the breeding season of the New Holland Honeyeater. 


It is Paton yet agzain who has provided the only direct examination that I am 
aware of, of competition between honeybees and birds. His work, which involved 
honeybees and New Holland Honeyeaters feeding on the Crimson .Bottlebrush 
Callistemon macropunctatus, is-as yet unpublished, but I have a summary of a 
talk he gave to a conference of the Australian STONER of Pollination Biologists. 
Ho HORS WEaten t 

"When the number of bees ... increased ..., the birds responded by increasing . 
the size of their territories and by visiting flowers less frequently ... 
When bees were not present the birds foraged evenly over all inflorescences* 
but when bees were working the flowers the birds switched their attention 
to internally-located inflorescences and to centrally-located flowers within 
the inflorescence. These inflorescences and flowers received less attention 
from bees and held ‘on average higher levels of nectar,.! 


and concluded that 
"Introduced honeybees, therefore, reduced the density of honeyeater ponulations ..'! 


* Inflorescence = flower cluster (more or less), in this case a 'bottlebrush’. 


ll. 
BEEKEEPING AND WILDLIFE - IS THE MARRIAGE REALLY SO HAPPY continued 


Competition for nesting hollows 


I have no quithles with this section, 


Conclusion 


It would be foolish to declare beekeeping harmless to the environment. 
The truth is, we don't knows and the little evidence available is a warning 
against complacency. . 


It may well be much more that } a faeincidence that’ the decline of the Regent 
Honeyeater co-incides ‘with the advent of large-scale migratory beekeeping. | 


In the lirht na all this, it is only reasonable that our National and State 
Parks and other conservation reserves, and sanctuaries against every other 
form of re aL intrusion, be likewise SIE from the intrusion of. _ 
beekeeping. 


References 


Paton, David 1985. Food omy PaTetton structure and tehaviour of New Holland 
Honeyeaters Phylidonyris novaehollandiae in woodland near Horsham, 
Victoria. pp 219-230 in Keast, A, Recher, H.F., Ford, H, & Saunders, D,’ 
(ads.), Birds of Fucalypt Forests and Woodlands; ecology, Consens Lon, 
management. Sydney: Surrey Beatty. 


Pyke, Graham 1983. Seasonal patterns of abundance of honeyeaters and their 
resources in MEST NS near Sydney: Aust.J.Ecol. 8: 217-233. 


KR KKK KK KKH KE HER 


EXGURSION REPORT ‘ 


On Sunday May 17th the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club joined with members of | 
the Maryborough Club, There were 26 people on the outing. 


We went to Kingower where we were joined by members of the Kingower Land 
Protection Association, led by Mr John Sendy. We went on a walking tour of the 
Kingower area that had been bulldozed for gold-mining, and the topsoil 
removed, then we went for a walk in the Kooyoora State Park where there are 
seven miners rights claims. We then drove to Tarnarulla, had lunch and then a 
walk through the bush. There is very little land that is not pegged for mining . 
We saw ferns frowing at the bottom of a’ mine shaft. After we left Tarnagulla 
we went to an area that had been bulldozed and was supposed to have ‘been 
restored, there was some regrowth, but the mining company had left a large 
guantity of old machinery and steel and plastic pipes lying around, 

We drove on uhmove abe old : saul eter of ee it 


‘ Win Demeo. 
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STOP PRESS EXCURSION SUNDAY JUNE 14th 


Leader: Rem Smart Subject: Fungi 

Meet at 9,00 a.m. in havlin Street outside Education Dept. 
NOTE EARLIER TIME® BECAUSE OF SHORTER DAY 

Bring sumboots, warm clothes and wet weather gear, 

We will be soing to Bullarto Reservoir near Daylesford,. 


we oe t = Ses Ne bees tea nes, ek re ee oe ree 
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Bird Observers Group meeting, May lst 1987, 
Observations 


Regent Honeyeater, ‘one, Barmah Forest, early April 1987. 

White-eared Honeyeater, ‘one, Strathfieldsaye, 30/4/87. 

Black-chinned Honeyeater feeding young in nest, Strathfieldsaye, 5/4/87. 
Bastern Spinebill, 2, Castlemaine, 16th to 25/4/87. 

New Holland Honeyeater, up to 5, Castlemaine, 16/4/87 to 1/5/87 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1 or possibly 2, Strathfieldsaye, during April 1987, 
Little Eagle, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 22/4/87. 

Whistling Kite, 4, Cairn Curran, § Anril 1987. 

Flame Robin,. first seen for season, Strathfieldsaye,. 6/4/87. 

White-browed Yoodswallow, small flock flying north, near Maryborough, 22/4/87. 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet, 10 in shopping centre, Sunbury, 30/4/87. 

Spotted Fardalote-, influx fo Inglewood district, autumn 1987. 

Shy Hylacola, tame, Inglewood. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 36 in 2 flocks, SST aeE a Ga Aer 29/4/87. 

Brolga, 2, Cairn Curran, 
Black-faced Cuckoo ‘-shrike, ‘adult feeding wOung: Strathfieldsaye, ‘13/4/87. 
Crésted Pigeon, 4, just south of Redesdale, 1987, , ds 


Notes 


The highlight this month was a Regent Honeyeater heard calling in the Barmah 
Forest between Echuca and Tocumwal. The bird was not seen, but the call was 
taped and its identity confirmed. It was heard whilst the observer was taping 
the call of the Little Friarbird. The Regent Honeyeater has never been 
reported in the Barmah Forest, although two were seen just over the State 
border in November 1978, and Will Burgess found 'a few pairs' nesting in the 
Echuca district in about 193°. (A visit to Echuca, At the "meeting of the 
waters", Bird OBserver, 9/1/40 ). 


Following our discussion on the status of Whistling Kites (Whirrakee, March 87) 
a further observation of this bird on a local waterway was received --4 at---~- 
Cairn Curran, consisting of a group of 3 and another individual nearby. 
Perhaps we have indeed underestimated the resilience of this species in the 
face of human settlement. The observer also reported that a landholder in 

the area claims to have two Brolgas regulerly visiting the area, | 


A Shy Hylacola refuted its name when it calmly pattered beneath Margaret | 
Watts! chair.as she sat in it enjoying her afternoon cuppa. 


Crested Pigeons have come under much discussion at the Bird Group in recent 
times due to their invasion of more southerly parts of this district. An 
observer travelling regularly from Bendigo to Woodend via Redesdale has seen 
them just south of Redesdale, perhaps the most southerly observation in the 
district to date. 


April is usually the time for arrival of the 'winter' itera, THE only 
the Flame Robin was reported, with a male bird at Strathfieldsaye on 6/4/87. 
Other reports, possibly a little earlier, were made at the previous B.F.N.C. 
meeting, but details were not received by the B.0.G.. By the time this goes 
to press, Pied Currawongs, Swift Parrots and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters 
should have been seen, White-naped Honeyeaters have already arrived. 

A few late stragglers of 'summer' migrants were still present in April,” 
with White-browed Woodswallows seen near Maryborough, and also in the 
Inglewood district. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


There was a lengthy fruitful.discussion about. the feeding habits of. honeyeaters, 
lorikeets and pardalotes=. In a garden at Castlemaine, Eastern Spinebills 

were seen apparently taking nectar from Fuschias, whilst New Holland Honey- 
eaters fed from the. Chinese: Lantern bush, Both introduced plants are- ! 
‘favourites with. many hhoneyeaters, including ° Regents (fuschias ). and White- 
plumed Honeyeaters (Chinese Lantern), The flock’ of ten or’ so Purple-crowned — 
Lorikeets seen ‘in the Sunbury shopping centre were ‘feeding in a nity es ees 
red-flowering | Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus Leucoxylon Rosea.): 3 : 


A profusion of lerps. ( sugary scale) were noted on eucalypts by quite a few 
observers, at Redesdale, Spring Gully, Eaglehawk and Inglewood, with one 
observer ‘considering this to be the first such’ outbreak. since the 1982/83 ° 
drought. ‘Lerps are-an excellent substitute for nectar, and observers: " 
reported various honeyeaters, lorikeets,‘’ both species of pardalote (Spotted 
and Striated) and woodswallows feeding on them, An influx of Spotted Pardalotes 
in the Inglewood area. co-incides with this lerp outbreak, whilst a. Bendigo 
observer noted them as fairly common in the past year, The Spotted Pardalote. 
was never common in the district, but appeared to have been all but eliminated 
from the district by the 1982/83 drought, with no sign of recovery until 
recently. Of the many birds that suffered severe population crashes in:the 
drought, the Spotted’ Pardalote was perhaps the worst affected in this 
district, and it is satisfying to see that a recovery has finally occurred. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT . MAY 1987 


A letter will be written to Conservation, Forests and Lands recommending 
that Crown Land west of: McDougall Road, Golden ‘Square remain as a tues 
area for passive reereation, 


The Club wild offer advice on planting if Golden city Residential Unites: es 


acquire land in Race Street, 


Several areas of Swainsona plapiotropis will be inspected in Spring ‘and 


the results reported | to La Trobe University. 


oe hy Be AS 


D.: Coxon of Kangaroo Flat.was admitted to Club nennenstita: 


The Department of Industry, Technology and Resources have received our 
objection re the proposed granting of a ne BREEN at iegeten 
State Park. ; 


A letter will be written to Department of Industry, Technology and Resources 
asking who represents the interests of environment, conservation and 
landseape on the S.E.C. tree. clearance consultative committee, 


Next meeting at L, Leeson's, 76 Lawson’ Street, Spring Gully at 
8,00 p.m. on 17th June. 
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14. ¢ 
BIRD OBSERVERS. GROUP REPORT - MAY MEETING = = © 


It has been decidea to digpand the Conservation Group who were formed to 
recommend action re mining at Kingower and Kooyoora. The group has decided 

to work with Friends of the Forest and report their activities back to the club. 
Prior to this decision, a meeting was held but was poorly attended, although 
letters objecting to the mining operations were sent to Conservation, Forest 
and Lands and Industry, Technology and Resources, There is concern regarding 
an exploration lease applied for-which-covers a~large part of Kooyoora State 
Park, Tr . nz~posed exploration methods are knowm to be very destructive.: 


A working bee was held at the Bird Hide at the Sewerage Farm but not enough 
workers attended. Those who did turn up cleaned up the general.area and cut 
back the (spiny rush, More work is required, ane anaes repairs to the bird hide 
itself... 


It was pleasing to hear that the Club was commended for its efforts at the 
Whipstick opening, with Jack Kellam receiving special praise for his work 
over many years in the area. 


The recent excursion +0 Gellibrand was reported to have been most enjoyable ' 
with 46 species of birds being recorded. These included Scaty rhrashs Olive 
Whistler, King Parrot, Gang Gang and Cockatoos. 


Don Franklin reported on progress of work on Regent Honeyeaters and there is 
a possibility that a generous grant may be forthcoming from National Parks 
and Wildlife, to enable further studies of this declining bird in N.S.W. 


The guest speaker was Mr Ian McCrae who is now the local Law Enforcement Officer 
with the Department of Conservation, Forest and Land in Bendigo. Ian gave a 
very interesting talk, illustrated with the help of video films on the subject 
of Duck Shooting. We were shown educational tapes dealing with identification 
of ducks, also a test which aspiring duck shooters may have to undertake before 
being issued with a duck. shooting permit. Duck Shooters would be well advised 
to study their birds if they hope to pass this test. It is quite difficult — 
and a very good knowledge of the various species is required. This system 
hopefully will see less of our endangered species being killed as well as 

other non target species. 


The bird of the night was the Varied Sitella. Slides were shown, accompanied 
by discussion amongst members. There are two farms of this bird in this area - 
the Omangewinged and Black-capped. They are regarded as one species because 
they interbreed, Interestingly, Bendigo is on the dividing line between the 
twoztypes. 


There will not be an outside speaker at the June meeting, 
veveral members will give short talks instead. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB ae 
Address fer correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-1987 ijleet TS 


PRESIDENT Roh Moors | Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo ‘ Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT - Rob Watkins Marnie RG,, Kennington 43 A891 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary - 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY . Rob. Watkins Marnie Rd,,.. Kennington 43 4891 
TREASURER . Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood ~ ~° 36°9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - _ . Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS ~ . John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
ORGAN ISER 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St.,Golden Square - - 424016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The member ship subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16, 00,. Pensioner and. Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


-Genieral Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of “edch month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for exeursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin: St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10. 00 a.m, (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at. 2.00 p.m. and may he either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with lone weekenis or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-grouns:- Male Siaike te hao ge ah 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets’on the first Friday of the month a the. 
Acriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 © 

’ Secretary: Naney Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the . 
Biology Lah., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E. (unless otherwise announced ); 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016): . ; 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As EEE as PEER ATTY 
meetings details Will be advertised in the "“Whirrakee" diary. - ae: 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43. '7673 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday, of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

. Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5,00 p.m., at the Education Department Special! Services. § -: 
Complex, Havlin St,., Bendigo. Group.activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, torether with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied ~ 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 
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- DIARY - | Ne d 
FETINGS 
Wed. June 10 Speaker:Tom Lowe. o§=2—*S<—Ssé=—S™sSwN 
i “t) Subject: Birds. of the Kerang Wetlands. 
Ved, July 8 Speaker:. Professor Jim Allen, Latrobe University 
Subject: . The-Rranklin River Caves. 
Wed. Aug. 12 ‘Speakers: Bill Perry Subjects: Whipstick History 
ate 3 Don Franklin _Whipstick Botany 
‘John Lindner ; Whipstick Mammals 
John Kellam Whipstick Birds 
EXCURSIONS Hs 


Sunday June 14 Fu Day. Leader: Reg Smart, ; 
pa Fungi study’ tour, probably at Ridge Rd., “lphinstone. 
- Beeause weather will ‘determine the occurrance of fungi, 


ithe actual area to be visited ee be defined at this stage. 
ee from Havlin St. at°10.00 2 + en 3 pees 


a | 


Sunday Aug,16 Full Day. Leader: Mavis Needs. 
Wt ‘Kooyoora § State Park ~ Botany, birdwatching and “viewing” 
rock formations, 
“Depart Inglewood Town Hall, Verdon St. at 10.00 a.m. . 
Lunch 12,30 Picnic area at Melville Caves. After lunch 
‘Park Ranger’ John Kneebone, will briefly address the members. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri,July 3 . 7,30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. oe 
Speakers: Ellen McCulloch and Tess Kloot. rte Nee ee 
Subject: Not knovm. a 
Bird of the Night: Lorikeets - Purple Crowned, Iusk and Little. 


BOTANY GROUP: p> Sea 
Thurs,June 25. ++ 7.30 pem. at J, Kéllam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. | 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


300 eee a nS evemewbe che inns 


Thers,June 18 8.00 pen. at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St. Golden Square. 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP . Seer 
Sun, July 5 Eucalypts, Mr, G.-Gerdsen from GoneervatiCn noreeie and 


Lands will guide the juniors through the Vhipstick. 
Fucalypt identification and Eucalypt distillation are planned. 


COMMITTEE MEETING.  eleese’, orn PR mnt 
Wed, June 17 8,00 p.m. at L,Leeson's hone, 76.Lawson St., Spring Gully. 
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